16	WILLIAM THE SILENT	chap.
month, whilst lie had to spend (he tells his wife) 2500
florins per month. In his Apology he declares that his
missions and military services had cost him more than
1,500,000 florins, that he had never received as pay
more than 300 florins a month, " which was not enough
to pay the wages of the servants of his tents." This
royal munificence, both public and private, had seriously
encumbered even his enormous revenues — a matter
which he took with a light heart, for he writes to his
brother Louis: " As in the beginning, so now, and it
will be for ever after, we come of a race who are very
bad managers in youth, though we improve as we get
older. I have cut down the cost of my falconers to
1200 florins, and I hope soon to be out of debt." Every-
thing was on the same scale. The twenty-four nobles
and the eighteen pages who formed his suite, the tables
loaded day and night with choice dishes and wines,
required an army of cooks and servants. As a measure
of economy he in one day discharged twenty-eight
cooks, who bore a high reputation as having served in
his palace; and, later on, Philip wrote from Spain
begging the Prince to let him have a certain master
chef sent from the household at Breda,
The Prince himself was devoted to the chase, to
falconry and tournaments, to dancing, masquerades, and
courtly entertainments. His costume and retinue was
on the scale befitting that age and his own youth and
rank. His personal graciousness and courtesy were on
a par with his lavish hospitality. Even his bitter
enemies celebrated his winning manners and gentle
dignity. His character is thus drawn by Pontus Payen,
a sincere Catholic and opponent:—

